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Though the engineering intelligentsia was paid a
wage much higher than that of the average worker,
he found himself in a position similar to that of
the efficient worker in 1926, when the piece-work
system was established. The extra roubles he re-
ceived were valueless to him for two reasons: first,
the articles that he tried to purchase were prac-
tically unobtainable because of the general scarcity
of all commodities; and second, if he was able to
find what he wished to purchase, he had to pay for
it vastly more than the prices charged the common
workers on their card allowances. This card system
permitted the worker to buy his ration of bread, his
dinner at the factory, his allotment of a pair of
shoes, and other necessities at a low figure; but
when the highly paid worker's card allowance was
used up, his supply of extra roubles was soon ex-
hausted by the exorbitant scale of prices which was
applied to his purchases.

The idea behind that plan was that the govern-
ment, being compelled to use the remnants of the
old engineering skilled workers, was very reluctant
to compensate them for their work, and tried these
artificial means of deceit, hoping that the need
for them would be temporary. The government
counted on being able to build up, through the com-